Cherry Blossom of Japan
30th March 2019
13 Days From £3699pp*

LAST ROOMS!
Discover a land of ancient wonder in beautiful cherry blossom season.
Enjoy calming Zen gardens, vibrant cities and iconic landscapes.
Tour Itinerary

Highlights

 Fully escorted by David Barrett Saturday 30th March 2019
(subject to minimum numbers)

 Return Economy flights from
London Heathrow Airport
 Executive coach travel with
local departure points, £85pp
 11 nights accommodation
(meals as per itinerary) in a
variety of 3* and 4* hotels

Departing Staffordshire early morning we head to London
Heathrow Airport for our overnight flight to Tokyo.
Sunday 31st March 2019
Arrive in vibrant Tokyo mid-morning and transfer to our first
hotel, the 4* Tobu Hotel Levant Tokyo. This is our home for
the next 4 nights. Remainder of the day at leisure to relax.

Monday 1st April 2019
This morning we explore Japan’s capital and largest city,
Tokyo. Admire it’s pristine and surprisingly quiet streets,
(plus 1 overnight flight)
where ancient temples and pretty gardens with blossoming
 Optional excursions available cherry trees meet contemporary neon-lit skyscrapers. A
(at additional expense, advised nearer myriad of shopping opportunities, entertainment facilities,
time of departure)
unique dining and culture awaits. We firstly visit the
 Visit vibrant Tokyo and enjoy a renowned Shinto Meiji Shrine; dedicated to a Japanese
emperor, it is set in lush parkland, and hosts many traditional
guided tour
Japanese weddings. We then stroll down Omotesando
 Visit UNESCO World Heritage Street, Tokyo’s very own version of ‘Rodeo Drive’. Continue
sites of Nikko National Park,
to the Harajuku area with free time in Akihabara, which is
the Daibutsuden Temple and home to many shops including a personal robot store! (B)

Hiroshima’s Peace Park
 Visit Nara Deer Park with the
opportunity to feed tame deer
 Visit Kyoto, former Imperial
Capital with stunning temples
and Zen gardens
 Includes airport taxes
 Travel insurance and
commission-free currency
available in store

Tuesday 2nd April 2019
Today we drive north of the city, passing rural farms and
peaceful landscapes to Nikko National Park. A UNESCO
World Heritage site, it was built by highly skilled craftsmen in
the 17th century. Visit the Toshogu shrine, an intriguing
complex of shrines, gates and pagodas filled with intricate
wood carvings and ancient paintings. This is a revered
pilgrimage site for both Buddhist and Shinto religions, giving
a peaceful ambience. After lunch we head to Kegon Falls,
which are over 300 foot high! Passing the majestic waters of
Lake Chuzenji, we return to Tokyo late afternoon. (B, L)

Wednesday 3rd April 2019
We have a chance to visit a traditional Sumo Stable
this morning, on our fantastic optional excursion. If
not, enjoy a more leisurely morning before we head as
a group to Tokyo’s Asakusa district, home to streets
lined with small shops and traditional houses. Take a
scenic boat trip along the Sumida River to Ginza,
known for it’s luxurious shops. Enjoy free time at
leisure to explore modern department stores, artisan
boutiques and fabulous restaurants here, or perhaps
head to Tokyo’s National Museum, which houses the
world’s largest collection of Japanese art and many
other intriguing antiquities. (B)
Thursday 4th April 2019
Travel to Hakone today, where incredible landscapes
await. Home to hot springs, cable cars and mountain
railways, Hakone is just a few hours’ drive from Tokyo.
Our luggage will be sent directly to Hiroshima this
morning, therefore an overnight bag will be needed for
our trip to Hakone. After boarding our coach we
embark on a scenic journey through lush forestry and
shimmering lakes, stopping at a beautiful destination
undiscovered by most tourists; Lake Kawaguchi. Enjoy
great photo opportunities before continuing to the
mountain resort of Hakone. Cruise across Lake Ashi
via a traditional pirate boat for a unique experience.
We will see incredible views of Mount Fuji before
heading onwards to the 5* Hilton Odawara Hotel.
Tonight you may wish to take a hot ‘onsen’, or hot
spring bath, at your hotel, as the entire area here is
geothermally active. Dinner will be served at your
hotel. (B,D)
Continued overleaf …
* £876 pp Single Supplement (subject to availability)

A deposit of £300pp is required to reserve your place on this tour
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS DEPARTURE PLEASE CONTACT:-

Regent

Tel 01785 818202

tours@regent-travel.co.uk

www.regent-travel.co.uk

63 High Street, Stone, Staffordshire ST15 8AD
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Friday 5th April 2019
This morning we travel to Hiroshima on the
iconic white bullet train. Enjoy reclining seats,
great legroom, air conditioning and speeds of up
to 189mph! Arriving around lunchtime, we see
the small island of Miyajima. Visit the Itsukushima
Shrine, a scenic sight where clouds, mountains
and sea combine in a mystical landscape. See
the large red gate known as a ‘Torii’, which sits
just off shore and appears to float between the
sea and sky at high tide. The entire island is a
designated historic site, and is easy to explore
on foot. We return to Hiroshima, staying overnight
at the 4* Hotel Granvia Hiroshima. (B)

… may spot Geisha and Maiko (apprentice Geisha)
in traditional silk kimono. Stroll amongst brightly
coloured shops, wooden houses and cherry trees for
a taste of authentic Japan. (B)
Our hotels are all of high quality and some
feature restaurants, bars and pool facilities.
Monday 8th April 2019
Guest rooms feature en-suite bathrooms.
Depart our hotel after breakfast for magnificent Nara.
A testimony of Japan’s cultural legacy, it is filled with
temples and shrines. Embark on a sight-seeing tour Hotels on this tour are as follows:
to see the best of Nara. Visit the Todai-ji Temple, a
TOKYO
soaring temple and UNESCO World Heritage site
which is home to the Daibutsuden (known as the
4* Tobu Hotel Levant
Great Buddha Hall). One of the world’s largest
HAKONE
wooden buildings, it enshrines a gigantic bronze
5* Hilton Odawara Hotel
Buddha statue, a most impressive sight. Head
Saturday 6th April 2019
onwards to Nara Deer Park. Considered the be
HIROSHIMA
Visit Hiroshima’s Peace Park and museum today,
messengers from the gods, tame deer roam freely
4* Granvia Hotel Hiroshima
a UNESCO World Heritage site displaying the
and you can pet and feed them if you wish. Special
remains of the only building to survive the atomic
KYOTO
food is sold locally in the grounds. Return to Kyoto
blast of 1945. Whilst all structures here vanished
this afternoon with free time to explore at leisure. (B) 3* Vessel Campana Kyoto Gojo
in the atomic explosion, this building miraculously
Tuesday 9th April 2019
remained standing. Visit the Genbaku-dome,
TOKYO
Enjoy a free day to explore Kyoto. Perhaps visit the
known as the Atomic Bomb Dome, a symbol of
3* Haneda Excel Hotel Tokyu
15th century Silver Pavilion or the Eikando temple,
Hiroshima that advocates peace in the world in
both marvels of architecture within easy walk of one
For specific room enquiries,
light of its tragic past. The city has been
another along the Philosopher's Path. Why not
completely rebuilt, with plenty to explore here.
please contact Regent on 01785 818202.
participate in a traditional origami lesson, or a flower
Depart Hiroshima this afternoon and journey to
arranging or Japanese cookery class? (B)
the old imperial capital of Kyoto. Along the way
we visit the Korakuen garden at Okayama, built in Wednesday 10th April 2019
1700 and renowned as one of Japan’s most
After our last free morning we take the bullet train
exquisite gardens. Our hotel for the next 4 nights back to Tokyo, staying overnight at the 3* Haneda
in Kyoto is 3* Vessel Campana Kyoto Gojo. (B) Excel Hotel Tokyu, adjacent to the airport. (B)
Sunday 7th April 2019
Thursday 11th April 2019
Immerse your senses in Japan’s former capital
Today we fly back to the UK, arriving later the same
city and political centre today, vibrant Kyoto. This day with memories of our amazing tour. (B)
is a true tour highlight, where ancient shrines and
temples sit alongside museums and skyscrapers.
Enjoy a guided tour of the city, first stopping at the
Heian Jingu Shrine, the home of perhaps the
world’s most authentic and exquisite Japanese
Garden. Explore the spectacular Kinkaku-ji
Temple, known as The Golden Pavilion, where
the entire upper floors are covered in gold leaf
and glow in the morning light. Visit the nearby
Ryoan-ji Temple, known as ‘the Temple of the
Dragon at Peace’. Home to a world-famous Zen
garden, the carefully arranged rocks and white
This tour may be unsuitable for passengers with
gravel are raked daily by monks. Continue to the
mobility issues. The itinerary will be active in parts.
Arashiyama bamboo forest, where light streams
Mobility adapted rooms can be requested but are
up through the green bamboo columns, which
not guaranteed. Wheelchair access cannot always
reach up to 30 foot in height! We later visit Nijo
be provided. Regent must be informed if personal
Castle; built in the 17th century, its wooden floors
abilities or health declines over the booking period
were designed to creak like a nightingale’s song.
For specific enquiries, please contact Regent.
Our tour ends in the Gion District, where you …

Accommodation

Mobility Information:
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